
March 5, 2020 

UVSS Elections 2020 – Complaint 4 Decision 

Respondents: Sarina de Havelyn 

Offense: The complaint, received March 3, 2020, (important note: the email ended up in the UVSS 

Elections Office junk mail folder, and was noticed at 1:45pm on March 5, 2020) alleges that de Havelyn 

had chalked on a protected side of the Cornett building. The complainant alleges that the chalking 

contravenes section 5.4.k of the UVSS Electoral Policy Manual ("Chalking is permitted only on classroom 

chalk boards and on exterior surfaces that are exposed to the weather.") and section 13.00 of the 

Student Election Poster and Banner Procedures within the UVic Poster, Banner and Handbill Policy 

("Chalking is permitted during student elections under the following conditions: (a) the chalking is on an 

exterior surface that is fully exposed to weather"). The complainant alleges that the chalk survived the 

weekend (when other chalking on campus had washed away), as there is an overhang/recesses that 

catch rain, and thereby is not exposed to weather. Photographic evidence was also provided by the 

complainant. The complainant also provided a photo of the Petch fountain, and states that the chalk had 

washed away over the weekend 

Response: A copy of the complaint was not provided to the respondent.   

Finding: My interpretation of the UVSS Electoral Policy Manual is not entirely consistent with that of the 

complainant. In the absence of a definition of “fully exposed to the weather” (in either the UVSS 

Electoral Policy Manual or the Student Election Poster and Banner Procedures) I would apply the 

reasonable person test. In reviewing the photographs provided by the complainant, it appears as though 

the offending campaign material is located on the north-side of the Cornett building – the overhang 

(presumed to be about 8 inches) described by the complainant is approximately three-stories above the 

offending material (chalking). Based on my review of the photograph of the building and the location of 

the offending material, I am of the opinion that a reasonable person would consider the location of the 

offending material to be on an exterior surface that is fully exposed to the weather. To that end, I find 

that the chalking complies with the UVSS Electoral Policy Manual. As such, I am dismissing this complaint 

and no further actions will be taken. 

Sanctions: No sanctions will be applied, as I am dismissing the complaint. 

 

The complainant may appeal this decision to the Elections Adjudicator within one business day.  

 

Shawn Slavin 

Chief Electoral Officer  

Note: I provided the following direction to all UVSS candidates earlier this week: “Per section 9.1.b of the UVSS Electoral 

Policy Manual, elections results may be withheld until campaign material is removed from campus and deleted online. 

UVic Facilities Management has raised some concerns about the quantity and location of chalking around campus. 

Remember, you are responsible for your campaign material and its clean up - including chalking. Please ensure that you 

have washed away your mess by Friday.” 


